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Director’s Notes 
 
I have had a wonderful time 
working on Art, it’s such an 
intelligent and witty play, both 
touching and harsh, dealing 
with the question; “Are we who 
we think we are or are we who 
our friends think we are?”  
The writer, Yasmina Reza has 
an amazing track record; her 
works have all been multi-
award-winning critical and 
popular international 
successes. Her plays have been pr
worldwide and translated into thirt
languages. She has also written se
and a screenplay.  
I really like her style of dialogue; it
and repetition are very musical. 
Christopher Hampton wrote his firs
age of eighteen. Since then, his pl
included The Philanthropist, Savag
Liaisons Dangereuses. He has tran
by Ibsen, Moliere and Chekhov.  
He has also written for television a
some of which he has himself dire
very fond of his work. 
  
I approached the direction of the p
naturalistic and stylised way, it has
and although time passes within th
follow the action in a simple, smoo
I designed the set to represent thr
apartments, but with the overall fe
could be one and the same. I used
shapes of modern art within it, and
influences were Picasso, Mondrian
 
Enjoy. 
   

Jo Thackwray 
Director 
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